
Dear Friends,
I hope you all had a very healthy and happy
Thanksgiving with your family and friends. It was a time
to reflect on the blessings we enjoy and an opportunity
to share with others who are less fortunate.

Why you were born and why you are living depends on what you are getting out of this world and what you are giving
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The Marco Island Women’s Club did just that in November-it was a
busy, fun filled month with a lot of community activities. We won the
Judges’ Choice award in the chili contest, decorated a tree for the
Festival of Trees at the Marco Island Center for the Arts (please go
and check it out from November 30 through December 2), and
participated in the Beach clean-up and the Spa Girls Triathlon at the
Marriott. We also connected with the Girl Up program at the Manatee
Middle School, and we are now looking for volunteers that are
interested in connecting with these amazing girls as they learn about
social issues, train to become leaders and lead the way to change.
(www.girlup.org for more information or contact Jill Dizio).  Way to go
Marco Island Woman’s Club!
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December also promises to be busy and fun. Our luncheon will begin our Holiday Season as we sing with
“Jack Frost.” We also have several guests and new members to welcome this month. Your donations of
family games to Al’s Pals will allow many families to enjoy nights of fun and togetherness; if you want to
donate but prefer that someone else do the shopping, Julia Maslanka has volunteered to purchase games
with your donation. Finally, our annual Holiday Party will be on December 9 - if you don’t have your tickets
yet, they will be available until December 3. It will be a great evening to celebrate the holidays with friends.
I would like to wish all of you a holiday season filled with loved ones, health, and happiness. Be safe if you
travel and we will see you in the new year.  ~Debbie Rago, President

http://www.girlup.org/


Our next luncheon will be twenty-four
days before Christmas and day three of
Hanukkah (aka Wednesday December 1st)
at 11:30 am at the Marco Island Yacht
Club. 

Speaker - A musical visit from Jack Frost to
welcome the Holiday Season! Let those
sleigh bells ring!
 
Menu - This month's menu choices are
Traditional Pot Roast (regular) or Wild
Mushroom Wellington (vegetarian dish).
Lemoncello cake is offered for dessert.

Hostesses: Susan Berenzweig, Monna
Hormel, and Wendy Nowlan

TO RSVP - Luncheons are scheduled for
the first Wednesday of the Month -
October through May. Reservations must
be received by the Thursday before the
luncheon. 

Luncheon Cost: $41 

To Register using your credit card click
here 
(There is a small fee to pay electronically) 
You may also send your check for $41 to:
Marco Island Woman’s Club, P.O. Box 400,
Marco Island, FL 34146. Please note your
preferred menu item on the check. 

Questions: Shirley Thayer 219-869-0785,
239-642-0733, or sthayer701@yahoo.com

December Lunch Information

Is there anything better than watching the joy on
a child's face as presents are opened? Actually,
maybe watching George Clooney as the speaker
at our next luncheon might be better. But in case
that can't happen (most likely it can't, it was just a
helpful suggestion), let's go with the children and
the presents.

For December, the MIWC is proud to support
our local volunteer heroes, Al's Pals, by
donating family games as holiday gifts for
children in our community. 

Why games you ask? Because some pandemic
habits like washing our hands and spending
quality time with our families, may be worth
keeping. So let's encourage Trivial Pursuits by
bringing your favorite family game to the
December luncheon as a donation to Al's Pals
holiday gift drive. Or, if the thought of
shopping on Black Friday has you feeling a bit
like a Battleship under attack, you can donate
cash instead. Donate on-line or in person at
the December luncheon (Julia will have a table
in the alcove) and you will feel as good as if you
had a Monopoly on generosity. Remember, the
satisfaction you feel by brightening a child's
day, will leave you Scrabbling to find words to
express your happiness. I promise, if you give
the gift of games--you won't be Sorry.

Experience the Joy of Giving

You will be voting on our bylaw changes at
the December luncheon.  The proposed

changes will be sent to you via email this
weekend.  I hope you will all read them

before the meeting and be ready to cast your
ballots when you arrive at the luncheon

meeting on December 1.

https://marco-island-womans-club.square.site/
https://marco-island-womans-club-charitable-foundation-inc.square.site/
https://marco-island-womans-club-charitable-foundation-inc.square.site/


Do you hear what I hear? That's right--time is almost up on being part of THE PARTY of 2021. Judy
Kenney reminds you that the Club's Holiday Party is December 9th at the Marco Island Yacht Club.
Seating is limited - so please RSVP before December 3rd! There are no Ebeneezer Scrooges in this
club, so this party will be as fun as a night at the North Pole itself. There will be cocktails, a sit down
dinner and dancing to Rosetta Stone (the band not the foreign language tapes). There will also be
lots of time to mingle with members and guests so it's a great chance to be social and get to know
other club members. Going solo these days? No problem-all the single ladies will be attending too,
so put your hands up (this is a great Beyonce reference for those unfamiliar) and meet some new
interesting people. Let's rock those jingle bells, have a holly, jolly Christmas, and party like its 1999
(or at least in a responsible yet fun pandemic manner). Note that it is a cash bar - credit card only (I
didn't even have to change that sentence for it to be funny). And drink responsibly so Grandma
doesn't get run over by a reindeer on your way home.

Cocktails 5:30 and Dinner 6:30
Music by Rosetta Stone 

A visit from Santa
Menu: Beef, Chicken or Vegetarian 

Blue Cheese chopped salad
Chocolate lava cake 

COST: $65.00 pp (includes tax, gratuity and valet)
To Reserve your Seat: Mail checks for $65 pp to PO Box 400, Marco Island, FL 34146

or purchase on line HERE (for a $2.20 pp add'tl online booking fee)
Please indicate your dinner choice(s) on your check or online.

Money must be received by December 3rd.
Questions: Call Shirley Thayer at 219-869-0785, 239-642-0733, or sthayer701@yahoo.com

Remember Fun?...It's Time to Party!!!!!
(last chance to book-- tickets are almost gone)

https://marco-island-womans-club.square.site/


Holiday Events Not to be Missed

The HO HO HOliday Festival of the Trees is
coming to the Marco Island Arts Center on
Winterberry (shout-out to Pam who came up with
that intro herself!). The Festival of Trees is a
fundraiser for the Center for the Arts with funds to
benefit classes for children and adults, art exhibits
and monthly events. It is also a chance for
community groups like us to participate by
decorating a 3-foot or smaller tree with any theme
or style. Our theme is "Women are the Jewels of
Marco Island", which is great as it's always good to
lead with the truth. And...little drummer boy roll
please... there is a People's Choice Award to be
won! Following so closely on the trunk of our Chili
Cook-off win, this gives our club a chance to
further show the community what strong
teamwork and support looks like.

21 MIWC members have already graciously dug
through their "buried treasure" and have donated
their jewels to the Decorative Design Committee. 9
members have decorated our tree and also two
wreaths which will be included in a raffle during
our December 1st luncheon.

The trees will be on display November 30th -
December 2nd from 9-5 at the MI Center for the
Arts, so there are no excuses for this event leafing
you behind. Help the community see through the
forest to our tree by attending the event and
casting your vote. You can also bid on our tree in
the raffle and MIWC gets half the proceeds!

And a huge shout-out to all who have participated
in this fun event. We bough to you!

Holiday Festival of the Trees Post-Holiday Shopping
As many of us residents know, sometimes the best
way to beat the crowds is to wait for them to be
gone. So why not do your Christmas shopping after
Christmas?!!!! On January 20th, our very own
Marco Island JMcLaughlin is hosting a MIWC
shopping day. 15% of all sales that day will be
donated to the MIWC Charitable Foundation. All
you have to do is buy something--which is not hard
since it is one of the most amazing stores in town.
So grab a few friends and head over to the Marco
Town Center for a fashion filled outing. After all,
you're going to need something special to wear to
our upcoming fashion show. And be sure to thank
the manager for supporting our community.
Remember, nothing says thank you like a new skort.
More info and an Evite will be sent.



Fashion Show Fun

Now here's a Valentine's Day weekend 
 tradition I can get behind! Ladies, forget the
men and come play cards and games with
your favorite women of the MIWC. That's
right, instead of madly searching Match.com
for that perfect date and doctoring up a
photo to make yourself look 20 years
younger, you can eat all the chocolate you
want and play cards with the girls. Count me
in. Friday, February 11th at the Marco Island
Yacht Club

Mentors Needed
Does anyone else look back on their 7th and
8th grade years and think...well, that wasn't
really much fun? These can be some of the
toughest years of childhood, filled with self-
doubt, physical changes, and trying to fit in.
And times have only gotten tougher since our
childhoods (hello Instagram and Facebook).
But now you can do something to make the
world better! We are excited to announce
our upcoming involvement with 7th and 8th
Grade girls at Manatee Middle School. ”Girl
Up” is an international empowerment
program with the goal to unite girls to
change the world. And is there any better
partnership than girls who want to change
the future with women who are making their
community a better place right now? There
isn't. So contact Jill Dizio
(jdizioster@gmail.com) to learn more about
how you can support young girls by
attending one of their weekly meetings and
log on to girlup.org for more information
about the program. Stronger than steel,
hotter than the sun, Girl's won't stop, 'til they
get the job done! Go girls!!!!

Love, Cards, and Games

THE. Biggest. Event. Of. The. YEAR. is almost
here. Ladies are practice walking with books
on their heads, sponsors are scrambling to
have their name featured in our show
program, and vendors are sweating over
their fashion choices. So grab your dark
sunglasses and be ready to stride to your
front row seat (an Anna Wintour reference).
Tickets are going fast and sales are opening
to the general public on December 1st so
you need to buy yours now. Reservations are
being handled by Shirley Thayer so call or
email her today at 219-869-0785, 239-642-
0733, or sthayer701@yahoo.com. Price
$100.00. See you on the catwalk!

Fashion Show Date: Monday March 28th, 
Location: Naples Lakes Country Club

Other Upcoming Events

mailto:jdizioster@gmail.com
https://girlup.org/


The Book Club has continued to meet
via Zoom on the third Thursday of each
month, but met in person to review the
November book, which is “The
Personal Librarian,” by Marie Benedict
and Victoria Christopher Murray. 

The book to be discussed in December
is “Among the Beautiful Beasts,”, by
Lori McMullen. Set in the early 1900s,
it recounts the untold story of the
early life of Marjory Stoneman Douglas,
known in her later years as a tireless
activist for the Florida Everglades.                                                     

For questions regarding the Book Club,
please contact Cristina Leske at
mcleske@gmail.com.

Calling all women who like to knit or
crochet!  This group has their work
donated to Golisano Children’s
Hospital and Al’s Pals in coordination
with the Daily Food Pantry. You can
work individually or join us on the
second Wednesday of every month
from 1:00 to 3:00 at The Plantation.
Our next stitching date is Wednesday,
December 8th. Please contact Anne
Marchetti at
201-321-0801 or marc9122@msn.com
for more information. 

Thank you to all who have ordered
tickets. Any member who would like to
be on the call list for Broadway shows
if a member needs to sell their
ticket(s), please email Sharyn with your
phone number and email. Also, a new
show has been added--Pops Matinee
April 2nd - with Jack Everly and
Philharmonic - “Broadway’s Leading
Men". Tickets are $75 . Contact Sharyn
Kampmeyer(skampmeyer@comcast.net
249-389-0988)

Theater Stitch Makers

Book Club Travel Group
The Travel Group will have a table at the
December luncheon for interested members
to sign-up for the group. We hope to start
travel group activities at the beginning of
2022. Please sign-up at the luncheon or
email Elisabeth Rechtin at
erechtin@gmail.com

 

Social Club Updates

mailto:erechtin@gmail.com


As the person who has the privilege to type up our club's many endeavors and accomplishments, it
has not gone unnoticed how it truly takes a village to make this club work. I have been in awe of all
that so many people do and your commitment to the community and social justice.  In our
September Newsletter, we provided information on how to be a part of our Board of Directors.
Last month, we featured Committee Chair roles. And today, we are featuring Social Committee
Chair roles. It is hard to believe 2021 is nearing its end and planning for 2022 will begin in earnest.
The MIWC needs you and your talents. We can't keep doing new things without new voices to
lead. So raise your hand to volunteer for one of these many roles featured in this series. All you
have to do is email your interest to  MIWCEL@gmail.com and you will have all the support you
need to be successful. There is truly a role for everyone. Now onto the Social Committee Chair
roles (and a huge shout out to Austine for authoring this entire series!!!!)!

For people who like a day (well 2 hours once a year) at the beach: The Beach Clean Up Chair is the
Club’s contact point with both the City and our members for one fall beach clean-up a year. She is
responsible for recruiting volunteers to participate in the event and to be present at the Clean-up
as the primary Club representative. (Cristine Leske)

For people who want to make new friends - and not just fictional ones: The Book Club Chair
ensures that the group has a date, time and place to meet and a process to determine the book
title for each meeting. She is responsible for communicating with the group. (Cristine Leske)

For people who like Vegas, Baby: The Cards & Games Chair sets the date, time, venue, menu and
ticket price for this annual social event. She is responsible for reservations, managing game tables,
obtaining a grand prize for the raffle drawing and selecting the table favors. She solicits volunteers
to assist with preparation for the event and carry out day of the event tasks. (Karen Maxfield)

For all you party elfs: The Holiday Party Chair sets the date, time, venue, menu and ticket price
for this annual social event. She is responsible for reservations and any additional holiday themed
entertainment at the event. She solicits volunteers to assist with preparation for the event and to
carry out day of the event tasks. (Judy Kenney)

For people who enjoy a labor of love: The Stitch Makers Chair coordinates the logistics and
schedule of meetings, and is the contact point for group communications. She coordinates the
donations of the group’s knitted and crocheted hats, blankets and other handmade items with
local organizations. (Anne Marchetti)

For those who think that there is nothing better than Broadway: The Theater Goers Chair
manages the Club’s annual group subscription with Artis-Naples for tickets to Broadway plays,
Pops concerts and single artist shows. Performances are held November through May. She
coordinates member ticket requests and payment to the venue and maintains a “wait-list” for the
opportunity to purchase tickets to events that may become available during the season.  (Sharyn
Kampmeyer)

For those who can’t wait to be on the road again: The Travel Group Chair coordinates local and
away trips for interested members. This is a new group that will evolve over time. (Elisabeth
Rechtin)

Let's Get Social!--Part 3 of Our Leadership Series



We are the Champions!!!!!
It's a good thing the song didn't say "you better
not gloat" because it is time for some serious
gloating. CONGRATULATIONS to the members
of the Woman's Club "Seasoned Women" Chili
Cook Off team. Using Winn-Dixie's ribeye chili
recipe and their donated ingredients, we won the
JUDGES' CHOICE AWARD! Great showing for our
first time participating in the Fire Rescue
Foundation's event. We are thrilled that the 4-
judge panel of local professional chefs chose our
chili!

What does it take to win? Winn-Dixie's recipe +
33.6 lbs of ribeye +12 lbs of yellow onions + lots of
other secret ingredients + 9 Master MIWC Chefs
+12 MIWC Seasoned Women serving 100s of
hungry neighbors + Winn-Dixie Store Manager
Stephen Shepard + Customer Service Manager
Jocelyn Gonzalez. 



And We Went Green!!!!!!
The Chili Cook-off team, wasn't the only MIWC event that had the Marco Island community sitting
up and taking notice. The beach clean-up, co-sponsored by the Woman’s Club, took place on
Saturday, November 6 at 8 am and, despite the cold and blustery morning, eight members
participated and helped pick up over 35 lb of trash. Photos were posted on the club’s website and
Facebook page plus an article on the beach clean-up, with photos, was published in the Coastal
Breeze. Well done Cristina and team!

https://www.coastalbreezenews.com/lifestyles/beach-news-cleanup-winter-shorebirds-sea-turtles-and-more/article_4eac3d56-4287-11ec-b2aa-6f5f262c9628.html


'Twas the night before Christmas, when all through
the isle
Not a creature was stirring, not even croc’diles;

The presents were wrapped in the Yacht Club with
care,
In hopes that Al’s Pals soon would be there;

The Woman’s Club nestled all snug in their beds;
While visions of projects danced in their heads;

And hoteliers wearing Lily, and construction crews
in caps,
Had just settled down for a short winter's nap,

When out on the Gulf there arose such a clatter,
They all sprang from their beds to see what's the
matter.

Away to the window Islanders flew like a flash,
Tore open hurricane shutters and threw up the sash.

The moon on the breast of the ocean down low,
Gave a lustre of midday to objects below,

When what to their wondering eyes did appear,
But a miniature ski-boat, its engines hi-gear.

With a little young driver so lively and steady,
They knew in a moment she must be Pres. Debbie.

More rapid than eagles her committees they came,
And she whistled, and shouted, and called Chairs by
name:

"Now, Barbara! now, Elisabeth! now Elizabeth and
Julia!
On, Leesa! on, Sue Ellen! on, Joyce and Austine! 
"Now, Jill! now, Pam! now Ronda and Lenore!
On, Carols! on, Caitlin! on, Shirley and Karen! 
"Now, Anne! now, Judy! now Cristina and Sharyn!

To the shore of Cape Marco! to the shore of Les
Falls!
Gather your committees and dash away! dash away!
dash away all!"

As leaves that before the wild hurricane fly,
When they meet with an obstacle, mount to the sky;
So up the canals the committees they flew
With boats full of projects, and Pres. Debbie too—

And then, in a twinkling, Islanders heard on their
decks
The prancing and pawing of many footsteps.

As they drew in their heads, and were turning around,
Up their lanais, Debbie came with a bound.

She was dressed in a cowboy hat, and an apron she
doffed,
“Sorry,” she said, “I just Chili Cook-offed,”

She held doors for her team, a to-do list in hand,
She looked like a conductor, leading her band.

She spoke not a word but went straight to her work,
Leading her team in their important field work.

First came the trees, decorated in jewels,
Then came donations, for various high schools.

Next were the beaches, cleaned to a shine,
And then fashion models, all in a line.

Next came party prep, complete with a band,
And then was the card game, nothing unplanned.

Centerpieces, and speakers, donations aplenty,
Volunteerism and tables for the voices of many.

Nary a spot was missed in their quest,
Goodwill and kindness spread by only the best.

The last book club ended and performance attended, 
Away they all flew, thoroughly befriended.

But I heard Deb exclaim, ere she drove out of sight—
“Happy Holidays Marco Island, and to all a good night!”

A Marco Holiday Poem



Save the Date

Next Monthly Lunch Meeting - Wednesday,
December 1st at 11:30 am, Marco Island Yacht
Club

Stitch Makers - Wednesday, December 8th at
1:00, The Social Room at the Plantation

Holiday Party - Thursday, December 9th,
Marco Island Yacht Club

Cards and Games - Friday, February 11th at
the Marco Island Yacht Club

MIWC Luncheon and Fashion Show - Monday
March 28th, Naples Lakes Country Club

 

For a Laugh:

Treasurer's Report
Club Balance: $6,640.98
MIWC Charitable Foundation Balance: $2,416.59 


